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It will put 13 million books and
thousands of electronic resources
at student's fingertips, Boykin said.

"It will definitely be more user friendly," said Monica Johnson, information resource consultant at
South Carolina State University's Miller F. Whittaker library.

"They don't have to actually come into the library. As long as they have a computer in their home
or dorm, they can access this."
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The state-lottery funded partnership expands library resources in two ways.

It gives electronic access to more than 12,000 full text titles in academic journals and other
publications that university students, faculty and researchers use in their work, Boykin said.

In addition, it will create a statewide university book catalogue and borrowing system, so anyone
at any participating schools can look for a book across the whole system and borrow it by clicking
on a button, Boykin said.

A statewide courier service would provide delivery within 24-48 hours in most cases. "It will help
because if the book is not here, you can get access to books elsewhere," Antwi said.

Students and others will have access to the same resources, whether they are on small
campuses like University Center in Greenville, at private schools like Furman or Bob Jones
universities, the state's technical colleges, or large campuses like Clemson and the University of
South Carolina, Boykin said.

"South Carolina has been lagging behind in moving to this kind of model where the state libraries
and private libraries get together," said Janis Bandelin, Furman's director of libraries.

"We are buying many of the same things. Why buy them separately? We'll be able to save
because we're buying as a group."
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